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The Ankeny Area Historical Society is
hursting at the seams. It is currently borrowing
space throughout the towh o store thousands of
artifacts representing the history of Ankeny
and the surrounding area,

The sogiety is kicking of a fundraising
campaign to constrict a new building from 2 to
4 p:m. Sunday, Sept, 12, at the grounds of the
musewm, located at 301 Third 8t in UpTown
Ankeny. Cost is $3 per person, including ice
cream, toppings, and assortment of pies and
refreshments.

Their goal is to raise §785,000 for a new
building south of the present musenm an land
dedicated to the project by the Ankeny
Community School District,

“The outward appearance of the new 30-by-
70-foot, two-story building will be of a barn, The

Interior will be completely finished, includi
heating, cooling, an elevator and publ
restrooms. There will be 4,000 square feet
new display space,” says Don Zuck, fundraisir
committee chairman.

“The project budget includes $526,000 fi
construction; 359,000 for site work, fees, conti
gency and miscellaneous expenses; $100,000 f
display fixtures; and $100,000 for an operatic
endowment.”

As of Sept. 1, commitments have bee
received for approximately 50 percent of tt
goal.

Plans call for the barn to include a countt
Iitchen display, a larger school artifact spas
than now in the current museum and an area
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display more agricultural and
blacksmith items, Other space
will be used as a library for
serapbooks, community group
records and videos of resident
interviews the saciety has col-

Hlstorlcal Soc:ety kicks off fund drlve 'Soclety started informally in 1968 ©3

lected.

The

Ankeny  Area

Historical Society began in
1968 as an informal group of
Ankeny historians who would
mest Wheraver they could find
an availahle rogm, In 199, they
moved into a donated house on

Cartneed an e 2

dunated ground with donated
labor at 301 SW Third 3t.

Over the years, the society
has collacted thousands of arti-
facts, many of which are heing
stored in buildings, attics and
garages throughout town.
There 18 1o space available at
§ the house,

“Construetion of the
new facility is scheduled
to begin in March and
completed in November,"
Zuck says., “We plan on
moving artifacts to the
1ew building and setting
up displays immediataly
upon completion,”

Any member of the
fund raising committes
can be contacted for addi-
tional  information.
Besides Zuck, they are
Larry Donaghy, Bev
Fontana, Rachel Jones,
Karla Kasper, Dorothy
Thornton  and  Ren
Sampson, who ts also
president of the society,
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