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1950s
5-Mile Section of Interstate, Merle Hay to E. 14th Opened:
Governor Herschel C. Loveless announced today that another
5-mile section of Interstate highway north of Des Moines from
Iowa 401 (Merle Hay Road) to U.S. 69 (E. 14th St.) was opened
to traffic Saturday, November 28. Included in Saturday’s opening
was a 13 mile section of Interstate 80 from U.S. 6 southwest of
Adair, east to Iowa 25, and a 16 mile section of Interstate 29 in
western Iowa from Sloan to the Industrial Interchange 4 miles
south of Sioux City.
Motorists may now enter combined Interstate 35 and 80 at U.S. 69 north of Des Moines, and travel 50
miles south to Osceola on a continuous 4-lane divided expressway….. Fred Carlson Co., paving contractor
on the project, began work on the 5-mile section north of Des Moines on July 13 at the contract cost of
$2,275,665.59. Its completion and opening on Saturday provides a continuous 50-mile section of
Interstate from central to southern Iowa.
The portion of combined Interstate 35 and 80 opening Saturday provides three points of access. Diamond
type interchanges are located at Merle Hay Road (Iowa 401), the present terminus of Interstate 35.
Second Avenue (Iowa 415) and East 14th Street (U.S. 69). A 910-foot twin bridge over the Des Moines
River is an outstanding feature of the new road. It spans what was once dry land. Later engineers diverted
the waters to direct the river’s main channel under the bridge. This an excerpt from the article found in
the Ankeny Times, December 3, 1959.

*Wording has been reduced to fit the space in some cases. Additional decades will be covered in future issues. Please
become a member of the AAHS or send comments via email at: history@ankenyhistorical.org.
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Wayne Spahr Injured in Corn Picking Accident:
Mr. Wayne Spahr of Ankeny, suffered a painful
injury Wednesday morning, November 25, when
he caught the back part of the snapping roller on
the corn picker. He lost the tips of two fingers
sewed to the palm of his hand for the purpose of
skin grafting. Although it is giving him a lot of
pain, Mr. Spahr says that he “feels very fortunate
as far as corn picker accidents go.” He stated he
did have mittens on, and he thinks that fact saved
him from a worse accident. Ankeny Times,
December 3, 1959

TOY VILLA TO HAVE GRAND OPENING
DECEMBER 4 and 5: The Grand Opening of the
new Toy Villa at 104 East 3rd street, will be
held this Friday and Saturday, December 4 and
5. Coffee and donuts will be served during the
two days and FREE prizes will be given away.
The drawing will be at 8 o’clock Saturday
evening. You will not need to be present to
win. Robert Park and B. Nichols, the owners,
will be glad for you to come in and get
acquainted. Ankeny Times, December 3, 1959

Ankeny Times, December 17, 1959

Ankeny Times, December 24, 1959
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Ankeny Times, December 17, 1959

Ankeny Times,
December 17,
1959
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Ankeny Times, December 17, 1959

Ankeny Times, December 17, 1959
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1903 - Ankeny Times, December 17, 1959
Ankeny Times, December 24, 1959

Ankeny Times, December 24, 1959
Ankeny Times, December 24, 1959
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Ankeny Times, December 17, 1959

1970s
Holiday Ham at Its Best - Bill Duncan, left, and Leno Carzoli
prepare for a holiday feast with loaves of bread hot from
the oven and a ham baked in bread dough. Ankeny families
have enjoyed this special ham for years. The bread
wrapping seals in the ham’s juices making it especially
succulent. Leno taught Bill how to make it. Ankeny Press
Citizen – December 8, 1977
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Donate Proceeds – Donna Williams, president of
Ankeny Firemen’s Auxiliary, presented a check for
$250.00 to Ankeny Fire Chief Marv Frisk. A dance was
held Nov. 6 at Victorian Lodge to raise enough money
to purchase a blood pressure cuff and meter as well as
an oxygen flow meter for the new Rescue Unit. Ankeny
Press Citizen – December 2, 1976
Bus Drivers Complete Safety Course Ankeny School’s
school-bus drivers recently completed a bus-safety
course. They are: (l-r) Trudy Conley, Russ Wisecup,
Dean Pierce, Sue Edwards, Judy Enga, LaVonne
Hanson, Gloria Phifer, Ruth Angle, Lana Kruse, Shirley
Woodsmall, Jan Patterson, and Ellen Cherry.
Ankeny’s school’s bus drivers recently completed the
Iowa School Bus Driver Training course developed by
the State Department of Public Instruction and
offered through Des Moines Area Community College.
This course is highly recommended by state school
and safety officials and federal funds pay the tuition.
Ankeny Press Citizen – December 2, 1976
Xmas Trees Needed – Both East Elementary and Terrace Elementary are seeking the use of your dismantled
Christmas trees. Their plan is to have the trees ground up to use for pathways and around bushes and trees
in both school’s Outdoor Environmental Classroom Projects.
Those donating trees should remove as much of the tinsel as possible. Flocked trees cannot be used. Trees
taken to East Elementary should be left at the southeast former of the playground by January 6 th. At Terrace
Elementary there will be a snow-fenced area at the west end of the school parking lot where trees should be
left. . Ankeny Press Citizen – December 30, 1976
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Ankeny Press Citizen – December 2, 1976

Ankeny Press Citizen – December 23, 1976

Madrigal Dinner Presentation – Ankeny High School’s PRO MUSICA CHORALE will present their annual
Christmas Madrigal dinner this Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday night at 8:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
of Our Ladies Immaculate Catholic Church. Under the direction of Mr. Richard Palmer, the dinner will
include many old English Madrigal songs. Ankeny Press Citizen – December 16, 1976

301 SW Third Street, Ankeny, Iowa 50023

PO 1111 515-965-5795

8
www.ankenyhistorical.org

Ankeny through the decades…
recalling Ankeny news from the 1950s, 1970s, 1990s*
December 2021

1970s
One Hundred Pounds of Delicious – Lily Smith and
Edith Bruce, at 6:30 p.m., pose with the last batches of
penuche and fudge. The divinity and penuche recipes
are from Edith’s AHS Home Economics class, the fudge
recipe from the Hershey’s cocoa box. The candy will be
stored and later placed in tin containers for distribution.
The Bruce’s living room floor is carpeted in a pattern
of candy, the dishes are about done and someone has
sent out for pizza. Lily and Edith will get to sit down.
They are still laughing and joking. Maybe that’s from
the joy of giving of their own time and talents in the
true spirit of Christmas giving.
This annual activity begins about 9:00 a.m. and by
noon two card tables are filled with holiday bounty and
the postman on the Bruce’s route has been by to
approve the 1977 output.
When Edith calls out, “Drop divinity!” her daughters,
Donna Nowels and Corinne Mitchell move, spoons in
hand to portion out the divine white fluff – plain or with
chopped nuts. Edith tops some with pecan halves while
Corinne does the dropping.
Ankeny Press Citizen – December 22, 1977
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City Leases Ground For 65 Acre Park Development – A lease was
signed Monday by the Ankeny City Council which will allow the
city access to a 65 acre site with the idea developing public of
recreational facilities that might eventually run the gamut from
softball diamonds and a golf course to a community theatre and
exhibition area for works of art and historical displays.
The site is the Robert Spooner farm, located northeast of Ankeny; bounded on the south by N.110th, on
the west by Delaware and on the east by Interstate 35. It was originally the Lee Kirkendall farm, which
along with a cash bequest was given to the city of Ankeny for the establishment of a public library. The
farm, however, was to remain the property of Spooner during his lifetime.
According to the lease arrangement, the city will rent the property from Spooner for $12,000 a year, plus
pay the premiums on a $100,000 life insurance police for him. At his death the city would recoup from the
policy, whatever amount it had paid in premiums. It was stated that to purchase a comparable piece of
property the cost would be about $375,000, the yearly cost of which would be about $40,000. Interest
rates would bring the total outlay to nearly $600,000.
In an afternoon interview, May Ollie Weigel stressed that, “At this point we do not intend to use
property funds for this project.” Other funding sources will be researched and the intention is, as with
other parks and recreation projects, to make it pay for itself. The development of some aspects of the
project are even intended to show a profit. Weigel credited former council member Larry McDowell, with
the origination of this particular development idea which has been in the works since last Spring. Working
with McDowell were park board member Doug Downs, library board president Tom Trusty, Sr., John Voight,
and Larry Albaugh.
Monday night, Weigel charged this committee with the responsibility of studying the next steps to be
taken and directed them to involve the public in deciding what types of facilities would be developed. The
committee will be reporting to the council by Spring of 1978 as to the best procedures for development
with the intent of starting development by Summer.
Parks and Recreation Director Bill Boswell stated that he could see “nothing but good coming from this
project as outlined.” He added that it was within his department’s projected program for development of
multi-use and high-use facilities. Ankeny Press Citizen – December 15, 1977
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Frosh Career Study Aided By Computer - With the help of teacher Earl Leonard, 9th graders Marty Thomas
and Virginia Hess are trading information with CISI. Would you want your son or daughter to be a farrier?
Would you want either of them to marry a farrier? How many of us know what a farrier is?
Would it help you to know that it’s Occupation No 5489, DOT No. 356. 381Cluster No. 1?
Those mysterious numbers are of help to Ninth Grade American Problems students at Parkview Jr. High
during their study of careers. This system is out of the Iowa Department of Public Instruction’s Guidance
Services Section. Students first feed the computer answers to
25 questions regarding their aptitudes, preferences. Based on
these answers, CISI will then provide a list occupations.
Should an occupation the student was interested in not
show up on the list, they may then ask CISI why it didn’t.
CISI might reply such a job was not available in the area
they preferred to live in or not available for the starting
salary they listed. Students are then able to get print-outs
about various occupations. The information headings
include: To get the job, you should be able to----; On the
job, you will -----; Earnings and benefits -----; Things to think
about (advantages and disadvantages) -----; Employment
and Advancement opportunities -----; Preparation and training and a list of additional sources of
Information.
The computer works to give students a true picture of what to expect from each occupation, both the
good news and the bad.
A farrier must have good co-ordination of eyes, hands and feed and must be able to use calipers, nail
snipers, pincers, knives and other hand tools. The farrier might earn up to $60 to $75 per job but also runs
the risk of getting bitten, cut scratched or kicked.
On January 17th, Ankeny’s ninth graders will be registering for their high school classes. Using CISI and
other vocation investigation procedures helps them in planning the direction of their high school
schedules as to emphasis on college preparatory or vocational courses or a combination of the two.
Occupations related to that of farrier are veterinarian’s assistant and contract wool shearer. Now do you
know? Give up? A farrier is someone who shoes horses.
Ankeny Press Citizen – December 30, 1976

1970
s
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Ankeny council approves sewer project. Ankeny’s City
Council Monday resolved a long-standing problem on
Southwest Elm Street and approved a $217,635 project
to keep backed-up sewer water from flooding
basements. The resolution, however, was opposed by
some residents who said either the city should pay more
or get more property owners to pay for the project. The
resolution passed 4-0. Mayor Ollie Weigel and
Councilman Gary Baugher were absent. “Most of us are
not against the improvement project,” said Cornelius
Hutton. “But we do not think we should have to pay for
one section (of the improvement) and for other residents
not to have to pay anything.” Nine other Elm Street
residents wrote letters opposing the city’s assessment
schedule. The project will affect 28 properties and 24
separate property owners – each having to pay between
about $500 and $4,000. City Manager Carl Metzget
explained that the assessments are for the cost of tearing
up part of Elm Street so a 12-inch sanitary sewer pipe can
be put in. The city will bear the cost of the sewer
improvements, Metzger said. Ankeny will pay $173,885
of the project’s cost – while the remaining $43,750 will
be paid by the property owners. Russell J. Pickett, said
that neighbors to the north of him also should pay for the
project. “It appears to me that you are not treating all
property owners equally,” Pickett wrote the council in a
letter. “Do you want it done or not?” asked Coucilman
Gerald Fehn in response to the residents’ opposition.
“Previous councils said they didn’t have the money for
the project. This council came to the forefront and said
“We’d do it.” DM Register, December 5, 1990
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Big new Hy-Vee store planned for Ankeny in ’92.
Hy-Vee Food Stores Inc. plans to begin construction
on a $4.5 million store in Ankeny next summer. The
62,000-square-foot store will replace the Charitonbased food chain’s store at 801 S. Ankeny Blvd. The
new store, more than twice the size of the present
store, will be located at N.W. Fifth Street and North
Ankeny Boulevard. The expanded facility will include
a full-service pharmacy and cosmetics, gift,
camera/video, and floral departments Also, there
will be a lunch meat and cheese island, salad bar,
seafood and service meat department and fresh
pizza department. A bakery and delicatessen will be
included. Nearly 100 full-time and part-time
positions will be added to the store. Construction
will begin next summer with completion slated for
mid-1992. A construction firm has not been
selected, said Ruth Mitchell, information director for
the food chain. DM Register, December 24, 1990

1990s
$9.3 million school issue wins Ankeny voters’
OK. Ankeny voters approved a $9.35 million
bond issue Tuesday so that the growing district
can build a new elementary school and add
classrooms to an elementary and junior high
school. Two similar building issues narrowly
failed last ear – but the third time around
proved to be a charm as 2,797 people voted in
favor of the bond issue and 1,039 against – a 73
percent margin. Bond issues need 60 percent
approval to pass. Voters “recognized that we are
in a crowded school district and needed the
space,” said Superintendent Ben Norman.
“When you get 70 percent, that pretty well
proves the point. DM Register, December 19
1990

Ankeny OKs contract for new aquatic center. The City Council has approved a contract with Pollock
Holzrichter Nicholas LTD of Wheaton, Illinois, for architectural and engineering services for a new aquatic
center near Northview Middle School in northwest Ankeny. The contract calls for the city to pay the
company $160,000 for basic services and up to $42,000 in reimbursable expenses. Water Technology Inc of
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, will be the aquatic engineer for the project; RDG Crose Gardner Sukert of Des
Moines will be the landscape architect and planner; and Snyder & Associates of Ankeny will be the civil
engineer. In other action, the council approved paying $120,000 for the V.W. Smith Oils Inc. property at 206
S.W. Maple St. (editor’s note: currently, where the new AMP is located) to expand and improve Fire Station
No. 1. DM Register, December 5, 1995

301 SW Third Street, Ankeny, Iowa 50023

PO 1111 515-965-5795

13
www.ankenyhistorical.org

Ankeny through the decades…
recalling Ankeny news from the 1950s, 1970s, 1990s*
December 2021

1990s

DM Register, December 19, 1990

DM Register, December 19, 1990

Who’s On First, DM Register, December
1, 1999
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Dr. Gray Retirement, DM Register, December 18,
1995
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125 years in the making. Ankeny continues to grow after more than a century as
a community. Ankeny’s growth exploded when an ordnance plant was built
southwest of town during World War II. Open from 1942 to 1945, the plant made
ammunition cartridges and, at peak production, employed more than 19,000
people. John Deere Co. bought the plant in 1947 and continue to operate it today.
Actually, Ankeny had been going strong for nearly three-quarters of century
before the war effort hit town. It will celebrate its 125th anniversary in 2000. “It
has just boomed,” said JoAnn Adamson, president of the Ankeny Area Historical
Society. “People who haven’t lived here for even 20 years come back, and they
must marvel at the change.” A number of things have combined to help Ankeny
blossom, said Adamson. Most important is its proximity to Interstate Highway 35
to the east and Interstate Highway 80 to the south, both built in the 1960s. Also
key is a strong industrial development commission, city officials and community
leaders who persuaded the likes of Tone’s Spices and Casey’s General Stores to
locate their headquarters in Ankeny.

The city got its start in 1874 when John Fletcher Ankeny and his wife, Sarah Wolgamot, bought 80 acres.
Although John laid out the plan for the city and filed the original plot in 1875, the town wasn’t legally
incorporate until 1903. John Ankeny built the first commercial building, a combination general store/post office,
on the northeast corner of Third and Cherry Streets. Henry Hutton was the first storekeeper, and B.A. Lamason
was the first postmaster. In 1874, a narrow-gauge railroad was laid from Des Moines to Ames, passing through
Ankeny, and in 1879, the tracks were changed to wide gauge. Passenger service was established in 1880. The
first newspaper, the Ankeny Times, was published on May 17, 1902. The first banks – Farmer’s Savings Bank and
the Bank of Ankeny – also were established that year. Telephone service arrived the following year, and
electricity and fire service both came in 1907. However, the fire department’s hand buckets weren’t enough to
quench the fires that destroyed several establishments in the 1930s, including the north and south sides of
Third Street, Congregational Church, grain elevator, hotel, and Great Western Fireworks Co. An orphanage
called The Children’s Home was located in Ankeny for decades. Mining was a major industry in the Ankeny area
from the early 1900s to the 1930s in the now-defunct towns of Carney, Oralabor, Saylorville and Enterprise.
Still, the town seemed more like a collection of farms than a municipality in the new century. Each household
grew a garden and raised chickens, said native Richard Logli, whose father delivered bread to area coal miners
before starting Logli Store in Ankeny. Farmers often drove their cattle down the city streets to stockyards next
to the railroad tracks near Third and Southwest Maple Streets. Across that intersection today you will find Bears
Restaurant and Lounge, which started out as a general merchandise store, then became a Ford dealership, then
Goodner’s Café. The Yankee Clipper, a bar on the south side of Bears, was a blacksmith shop at one time.
(continued on next page)
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Ankeny – continued from previous page

More recent developments include the
establishment of Faith Baptist Bible College
in 1967, Des Moines Area Community
College in 1970, the creation of a YMCA
center in 1989, an aquatic center, a new
library and Northwest Ankeny Recreation
Area. “Ankeny has always been a good
place to live, being so close to the capital
and its cultural and entertainment
opportunities,” said life-time resident
Myrtle Sexauer, great-granddaughter of
Jacob Sexauer, an early Ankeny livestock
and grain producer and broker. To peek
into the past, visit the Ankeny Area
Historical Society’s museum at 301 S.W.
Third St (once the home of former school
superintendent E.W. Neveln). It is open the
first Sunday of each month May through
December and by appointment. For more
information, call 964-4681 (editor’s note:
old number, currently 965-5795). DM
Register, December 29 1999
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Lighted parade part of Ankeny festivities. At least a dozen
holiday lighting displays will have a new twist in Uptown Ankeny
on Saturday. They will be moving. The holiday lights parade,
featuring illuminated floats, will debut in Ankeny at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday. The parade starts at the former fire station near Third
and Maple Streets, then proceeds east on Third to Pleasant
Street, then north to Wagner Park near City Hall. All entries in
the parade must be illuminated, either by battery or a
generator. Street lights along the parade route will be turned off
during the event. The parade is part of a day of festivities in
Ankeny. Activities include:
*A visit by Mrs. Claus in Uptown Ankeny from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
near Hykes Gallery, 218 S.W. Maple St.
*Free horse-drawn wagon rides along Southwest Third Street
from 3 to 4 p.m.
*Holiday Lights Parade at 5:30 p.m.
*A tree-lighting ceremony at 6 p.m. at Wagner Park. Activities
there include caroling, wagon rides, live reindeer and
refreshments. Ankeny Uptown Christmas, DM Register, 12.1.99
Rick Hermann, a member of the Ankeny City Council, started the
idea for a holiday parade after seeing Perry’s lighted parade last
year. “It was unbelievable right up there on Main Street. There
were 20 or 30 entries. It was extremely wholesome. It was a nice
grass-roots deal,” Hermann said. “I thought that we could do
this in Ankeny.” He contacted several Ankeny groups to get the
parade started, and eventually the Ankeny Jaycees agreed to
organize it. Hermann said his goal is to enhance the other
holiday activities in Ankeny. “It’s a nice opportunity to bring a
greater sense of community. It can help promote our greater
Ankeny businesses,” Hermann said. DM Register, December 1,
1999
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Tree lighting ceremony, DM Register,
December 1, 1999

DM Register, December 1, 1999

Thank you to all supporters of the Ankeny Area Historical Society. If you are not already a
member, you can join online at www.ankenyhistorical.org. If you are a member …
“thanks” and be sure to visit the website and the museum house and barn! There’s so
much history … and we are all part of it!
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