Ankeny Area Historical Society Board Meeting
January 27, 2026

Attendance: JoAnn Adamson, Rosemary Hutton Taylor, Norm McCleary, Carmine Boal, Asa Hutton, Joe Pitts, Andy Logan, Rob Logan, Janet Willey, Bob Fontana, Tierra Mayberry, Adriana Cason, Evan Albaugh

Meeting was brought to order at 6:40 p.m.

Rosemary announced that there would be a special tour of the barn and house to learn what we need to know about the buildings following this meeting.

Minutes:  Minutes were read. A motion by Andy Logan and 2nd by Joe Pitts to approve the November 25, 2025 minutes as presented.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:  After reviewing the treasurer’s report a motion by Tierra Mayberry and 2nd by Dave Baker to approve the Balance Sheet ending December 31, 2025, Budget vs. Actuals for 2025, and the December 2025 monthly report, Budget vs. Actuals for January 1 – 22, 2026, the January 1 – 22, 2026 monthly report, and the Balance sheet January 22, 2026.  Motion carried.

Office Manager’s report was reviewed

New Business:

A. Carmine asked board members to review their contact information to make sure the information was correct.

B. Proposal to raise Stephanie’s salary from $16/hour to $17/hour was made.  A motion by Rob Logan and 2nd by Andy Logan to raise Stephanie’s salary to $17/hour starting the 1st of February 2026.  Motion carried.

C. Open Houses were discussed.  We will hold the first open house March 1.  A calendar of tentative dates of open houses and programs were discussed.  We will be open the 1st Sunday of the months: March, May, October and November.  Due to Easter, we will have open house on the second Sunday, April 12.  There will be no open house in December.  Starting June 6 through September 5 the open houses will be Saturday mornings from 10 am to noon.  More discussion and finalization of programs will be reviewed at the next meeting.  If a program is scheduled before an open house, it will begin at 1 pm.
D. Committee Reports: 

a. Collections:

1. Boy Scout display is scheduled to be ready for the March 1 Open house.  Evan Albaugh is helping with this.

2. Lions Display: The Lions have had a copy of their original charter made.  It will be displayed in the barn.

3. Seasonal decorations in the house: Janet Willey has offered to help with changing the seasonal decoration in the house.

b. Membership:  Bob Fontana discussed the members we have been getting.  Also, to come up with a form with talking points to use when recruiting new members.  Membership committee will work on this.  

c. Programs and Tours: It was asked that if you are giving a personal tour of the museums, to please let Stephanie know so others will be aware of these tours.  Programs for 2026 were reviewed with additions and suggestions made. Tierra Mayberry suggested we have a Juneteenth program.  Tierra Mayberry, Janet Willey, and Evan Albaugh will be the committee for this program.  A calendar with these and dates will be made for the next meeting for review.  Carmine will meet with the Ankeny Leadership to set up a tour and talk.  Carmine and Rosemary meet with Alex Loudon, sponsor for the Parkview Middle School Local History Club.  They will make a presentation about Parkview on February 25 about Parkview.
d. Public Relations: 

1. The historical society will be having a display at the Iowa Wilds hockey game on January 30.  Liz Ernst, Joe Pitts and Rosemary will be there with a display.

2. On March 5 the Uptown Ankeny will be meeting at the museums.  Bob Fontana has agreed to be on the Uptown Ankeny board.
e. Fundraising: As of now no new ideas for 2026.

Old Business:

A. Cookie Sale – tabled to next meeting

B. Grants:  

a. Bravo: We received $10,000 from Bravo for 2026

b. Polk County Community Betterment Grant was discussed.  Rosemary had suggested that we write the grant for adding a switch in the basement of the house to separate the lights and to install led lights in the basement of the house.  A bid from Deaver Electric was both of these were $2732.55.  A motion by Bob Fontana and 2nd by Carmine Boal to use Bravo money for this and not write a Polk County Community Betterment Grant for this year.  Motion carried. 

C. New location for Pumpkin Patch: Norm McCleary said he checked with Griffieon’s but they do not have a place for us.  Evan Albaugh said he would inquire if his family had any place on their farm.

D. By-laws: A committee was formed to review our current by-laws.  Carmine, Rob Logan and Tierra Mayberry volunteered to be on that committee.

Andy Logan made a motion to adjourn the meeting until Tuesday, February 24 at 6:30 pm and it was second by Joe Pitts.
Submitted by Rosemary Hutton Taylor

